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“I don’t want your hope. I want you to act…

I want you to act as if the house was on fire… 

because it is.” 

-Greta Thunberg, Climate Activist 











Sustainability = Core Value 



Triple Bottom Line Definition:

● Environmentally Sound

● Socially Equitable

● Economically Feasible



Climate Action Now

Identify Vulnerability Decarbonize the Library
climate mitigation

Climate Justice
climate adaptation

“Climate Action Now,” Rebekkah Smith Aldrich, Library Journal, 12.14.2021

• Drought/Heat Wave

• Flooding

• Hail

• Hurricane

• Tornado Outbreak

• Severe Weather

• Wildfire

• Winter Storm/Cold Wave
National Centers for Environmental Information, NOAA

Decarbonize Library Infrastructure

by reducing greenhouse gas 

emissions:

• Energy Efficiency

• Switch to Renewable Energy

• Electric Vehicles

• Ethical Carbon Offsets

“Strengthen community resilience and 

livability:

• Advance Food Justice;

• Advocate for Transportation Equity;

• Uphold Civil and Human Rights in 

Emergency Management; and

• Facilitate Participatory Democracy.” 
NAACP

https://www.libraryjournal.com/story/Climate-Action-Now-Sustainability


Social Cohesion 



Libraries 
as Sustainability Leaders



Graphic: AllHandsRaised.org





New Briefing on Sustainability:

• “Triple Bottom Line” definition of sustainability;

• How libraries can take the lead on climate adaptation;

• Why climate justice work is equity, diversity, and inclusion work;

• How many in our field are already answering the call for 

leadership on the topic of sustainability;

• How ALA, as an association, is living its values out loud on this 

topic; and

• Simple, practical steps anyone can take to get started.



The Sustainable Libraries Initiative (SLI) provides library leaders with a proven path forward to co-create 

libraries and communities that will thrive in the coming years. The Sustainable Library Certification Program 

and the SLI community of practice focuses your leadership to enable your library, and ultimately your 

community, to become more environmentally sound, socially equitable and economically feasible.



Sustainable Libraries

✓ Strong & Authentic Institutions

✓Catalyst for Social Cohesion in Communities 

✓Working on Climate Mitigation (reducing Greenhouse Gas Emissions (GhG)

✓Active Participants in Climate Adaptation (strengthening community resilience)



Examples from the Field



Strategic Planning

https://bit.ly/3ycjx6v









Resilient Library Facilities





https://www.libraryoflocal.org/

• Tool Lending

• Seed Library

• Special Collections

• Food Security (Y1)

• Climate Solutions (Y2)

• Programming

• Alignment with NYS Climate Smart Communities





Disaster Preparedness



https://www.climatecrew.org/resilience_hubs







Free

• Newsletter

• Mobile App

• Resources

Become a Member

• Curated Resources

• Access to On Demand Training

• Vendor List

Sustainable Library Certification Program

• Online Dashboard to Track Action Items

• Example policies, program ideas, and more

• Assigned Mentor

• Meet Ups with Others in the Program

https://sustainablelibrariesinitiative.org







Coming Soon!

Sustainability Certificate Course

• Four-week course

• Lectures

• Assigned Readings/Viewings

• Discussion Forum

• Practical Assignments

Libraries & Sustainability Book Club

• 100 Applicants to be Chosen

• Free book

• Three sessions:

• Libraries in the Doughnut Economy

• Walking the Path to Sustainable Library Certification

• Rapid Library Disaster Response and Recovery for 

Community Resiliency
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