
Not Just for Art's Sake

Visual Literacy Across the Disciplines



About Me
Nicole Fox

Research and Instruction Librarian, Belmont University

Author of Digital Visual Literacy

nicole.fox@belmont.edu



Agenda

01
02
03
04
05

Define Visual Literacy
Why?
Finding Images
Evaluating Images
Questions



What is Visual Literacy?
What do you think visual literacy is? Please drop a brief (around 3 words) definition in the chat.



What is Visual
Literacy?

The ability to construct meaning
from images or other visual
forms of information.



Mount St Helens, photo. May 17, 1980. Photo from USGS.

https://pubs.usgs.gov/fs/2005/3045/


Coming Home to Indigenous Place Names Map by Dr. Margaret Wickens Pearce. Image via University of Maine

https://umaine.edu/canam/publications/coming-home-map/


Coming Home to Indigenous Place Names Map by Dr. Margaret Wickens Pearce. Image via University of Maine

https://umaine.edu/canam/publications/coming-home-map/


Why focus on visual literacy?





Image from GirlPwrd Image from the Met

https://www.girlpwrd.com/
https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection/search/709379?searchField=All&amp;sortBy=Relevance&amp;what=Photographs&amp;ao=on&amp;showOnly=openAccess&amp;ft=*&amp;offset=80&amp;rpp=20&amp;pos=98


Image from BU Repository

https://repository.belmont.edu/dnpscholarlyprojects/64/


Image from Mapping Inequality

https://dsl.richmond.edu/panorama/redlining/#loc=12/36.151/-86.915&city=nashville-tn


Finding Images



Image Sources
Where  do you look for images for scholarly projects, such as lecture slides or publications? Please drop a quick
answer in the chat.



Databases

Kevin Mackenzie, University of
Aberdeen. HeLa cells.

https://library-artstor-org.bunchproxy.idm.oclc.org/asset/24717166


Websites
Government organizations such as NASA, NOAA,
Department of Agriculture, CDC/PHIL
Museums (art, history and others)
Library of Congress
University digital repositories
Wikimedia
For stock photos: Flickr

Image from NASA

https://images.nasa.gov/details-ED12-0317-066




How to search these places?



Reverse Engineering



Metadata Description

Title
Date
Medium
Creator
Anything else that could be in a
caption

Technically part of metadata
A few sentences or a phrase that
describes the contents of the image
Part of accessibility standards





Hard work
Labor
Farming

French peasant
Etchings from 1855
Wheelbarrow
Jean-François Millet

No

Yes



Image Interpretation and Evaluation



Seeing is believing. 

A proverb we've all heard



Two
Methods

Consider both the image
composition and the
image's metadata. 



Vocabulary
Line Space

Image via the New York Times

Hue Value

https://www.nytimes.com/2022/09/12/world/europe/king-charles-liz-truss-queen-elizabeth.html?smtyp=cur&smid=tw-nytimes


Vocabulary
Line Space

Image via the New York Times

Hue Value

https://www.nytimes.com/2022/09/12/world/europe/king-charles-liz-truss-queen-elizabeth.html?smtyp=cur&smid=tw-nytimes


Image via the New York Times

https://www.nytimes.com/2022/09/09/opinion/biden-philadelphia-trump-maga.html?searchResultPosition=1


“Gun Deaths in Florida” chart by C. Chan, originally from Reuters, via businessinsider.com.



https://www.businessinsider.com/gun-deaths-in-florida-increased-with-stand-your-ground-2014-2


Image
Evaluation





ORCAS

O - Originality
R - Relevance
C - Currency
A - Authority
S - Subject Matter



Originality

Image from Twitter

https://twitter.com/Jeggit/status/1040468444536287233?s=20&t=IUzp8lUKFSBIBJub4O2Vtw


Relevance

Image from Healthline

https://www.healthline.com/health/what-is-a-cpap-machine


Currency

Image from NPR

https://www.npr.org/2019/11/01/775377062/new-california-wildfires-grows-to-over-8-000-acres-overnight


Authority

Image from Twitter

https://twitter.com/flakebarmer/status/1521621758553509892


Subject
Matter

Image via Reddit

https://www.reddit.com/r/latterdaysaints/comments/a9l3lk/ive_made_a_huge_mistake_mom_loves_her_jesus/


Image via the New York Times

https://www.nytimes.com/2022/09/09/opinion/biden-philadelphia-trump-maga.html?searchResultPosition=1


Summing it up

Visual literacy is a
necessary skill for
everyone
All disciplines use visual data -
from photos, to maps, to charts.

Consider image
keywords carefully

Think about what words could be
in the metadata or description.

Images must be
interpreted and
evaluated
Images are human created
documents - not representations
of truth.





Use code NICHE for 20% off
Digital Visual Literacy
through ABC-Clio's website!

Thank you!


